
 
 
Doug Golden Scholarship Helps Desiree Miller Expand her Role at Atlantic Railways  

 

Atlantic  Railways Exe cutive  Assistant De sire e  Mille r m ight call he rse lf a  “rookie  whe n it com e s to  the  
ra ilroad ,” but she  is  e xp e rie nce d  e nough to  know that working  at a  short line  m e ans taking  on m any 
d iffe re nt re sp onsib ilitie s. To b e com e  m ore  fam iliar with the se  tasks, Mille r re ce ntly com ple te d  a  
Railroad  Track Insp e ction and  Safe ty Standards course  through the  Unive rs ity of Te nne sse e -Knoxville , 
tra ining  that was fund e d  in la rge  part by a  scholarship  from  ASLRRA and  form e r b oard  m e m b e r Doug  
Gold e n. 

“We  are  a  short line , so  e ve ryone  has m ultip le  tasks and  I want to b e  the  be st asse t I can b e  for our 
com pany. Re ce iving  this  training  is  g oing  to  allow m e  to insp e ct our rails  to m ake  sure  the y are  safe  
and  up  to cod e . It was a  lot to take  in but I cannot wait to put it to  good  use ,” said  Mille r. 

In add ition to  be ing  a  full-tim e  e xe cutive  
assistant to Atlantic  Railways Pre side nt John 
Elkin, Mille r is  a  part-tim e  spe cial age nt for the  
railroad , which re quire s  he r to conduct 
inspe ctions  of rail cars and  p rop e rty. Taking  
the  Unive rsity of Te nne sse e ’s track insp e ction 
course  allows he r to  e xpand  he r sp e cial-age nt 
role  and  do m ore  to assist the  one  othe r 
inspe ctor at Atlantic  Railways. 

Mille r is  one  of four short line  railroad  
e m ploye e s who have  re ce ive d  a  scholarship  
for industry-sp e cific  training  in track, b ridg e  
and  signal inspe ction and  m ainte nance  
and / or locom otive  and  fre ight car inspe ction 
and  m ainte nance  through ASLRRA’s p rogram . 
Each scholarship  winne r re ce ive d  up  to $1,200  

to pay for course  re g istration fe e s  and  trave l, 
lodg ing  and  othe r re late d  e xp e nse s. 

“The  scholarship  was use ful be cause  it a lm ost 
cove re d  the  e ntire  cost of the  trip .  I would  
have  still take n the  class, b ut having  the  
m ajority paid  for was  a  pe rk for m y b oss and  
the  financials  of our com p any,” said  Mille r. 

Golde n, who re tire d  as p re side nt of ASLRRA m e m b e r Carolina Coastal Railway and  has se rve d  on 
ASLRRA’s Board  of Dire ctors and  on the  Sm all Railroad  Com m itte e , e xpre sse d  a  de sire  to support the  
e ducation and  training  ne e ds of sm all railroads. An initia l $12,000  donation from  the  Douglas Gold e n-
Mary Culle n Charitab le  Fund  to ASLRRA’s Short Line  Education Fund  m ad e  the se  first scholarships 
possib le . 
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Desiree Miller of Atla ntic Ra ilwa ys uses a  tra ck ga uge to ta ke 
mea surements during a  University of Tennessee ra il 
inspection a nd sa fety course. Miller received a  Doug Golden 
Schola rship through the ASLRRA Short Line Educa tion Fund 
to help pa y for her tra ining. 


