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Washington, DC 20001 
 

 
 
 
 

May 12, 2025 

Senator Ted Cruz, Chairman 
Senator Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science 
 and Transportation 
254 Russell Senate Building 
Washington DC, 20510  
  

Dear Senator Cruz and Senator Cantwell; 

On behalf of the American Short Line & Regional Railroad Association (ASLRRA), I 
write to support the nomination and confirmation of David Fink as the Administrator of 
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA). He will bring to the FRA a thorough 
understanding of railroading, its people, and its practices.  

America boasts the world’s premier freight rail system, and as a 5th generation 
railroader and former CEO of a major short line railroad, Mr. Fink understands the many 
ways that the rail system relies on a wise FRA for oversight and leadership.  

For short line railroads, sensible regulations and targeted infrastructure investments to 
develop the network are crucial to our ability to safely operate the system for the benefit 
our customers, employees, and the communities served. We knew David as a leader of 
Pan Am Railways, an award-winning short line railroad. Under his guidance, the 
company was an active member of the Association and participated in the full range of 
the Association’s activities, including contributions to safety committees and supporting 
safety culture across the industry.  

I can attest personally that David is thoughtful, high-energy, smart and tough. The 
American public will be fortunate to have him serve as leader of the FRA. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chuck Baker, President 
ASLRRA 
  


